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and drawings were made for working purposes is
sufficiently clear, and it is well known that details of
mouldings were prepared, as, indeed, was necessary
seeing that the moulded blocks were carved as a rule
at the quarries. When Sir William Sinclair built Roslyn
Chapel in 1446—' he first causd the draughts to be
drawn upon Eastland boords,1 and made the carpenters
to carve them, according to the draughts thcron, and
then gave them for patterns to the masons that they
might therby cut the like in stone.12 This was the
usual procedure, and we have seen that William de Sens
supplied such models for the mouldings at Canterbury.
At Ely in 1313 we find boards bought l for making molds
for the masons ',3 and at Westminster in 1330 boards
and laths bought for the same purpose.4 Sometimes the
shapes were drawn out on canvas instead of cut in wood ;
for instance, in 1314 at Westminster three yards of canvas
were bought ' for false molds sent to Caen for stones
there to be shaped according to the said molds '.5
Of the first process in building—-the laying of founda-
tions—little need be said. In the account of the building
of the glorious octagonal lantern of Ely,6 under the
direction of Alan of Walsingharn, we have an account
of how he set the workmen to dig and search until they
found solid and secure ground for the foundations of his
eight pillars, which they dug out and firmly founded
with stones and sand ; and we may note that where
such firm ground could not be found the soil was rein-
forced with wooden piles, such piles of beech being
1 Deal boards, imported from the Eastlands of the Baltic.
3 Britton, Arch. Antiq., iii. 51.
3 Willis, Archit. Nomenclature, 22.
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6 Coulton, Social Life, 480.

